[image: image1.wmf]  

Weather problems

Since the Christmas break it has been very difficult to get on with work in the Garden because of the severe weather conditions. For the first time in the past sixteen years we have had to close down for days at a time. As I write this newsletter we have had to call in the plumber for the second time this winter to repair burst pipes. 

On the lighter side a passing motorist stopped yesterday when I was spotted lying on the pavement near the gates to HOPE trying to turn off the water meter. The motorist was very relieved when she realised that I had not collapsed at the side of the road. The same thing happened when Richard did the same thing this morning. This time it was the police offering their assistance.

Winter developments

Between the bad spells the staff have been kept busy renewing polytunnel covers and fitting the new shed in the Walled Garden with shelving and filling it with new equipment.

We had a later start than we had intended with developing the Walled Garden because the funding arrived months later than we had expected. Judy Findlater and the staff have been busy purchasing new equipment for this part of the garden. The funding for this has come from Fairer Scotland. This funding covers part of one gardener's salary as well as the equipment.

The sustained work in this part of the Garden is now showing results. Areas have been grassed over and the trainees’ own plots are well established. This area is being developed specifically as a Community Garden. Of course the whole garden area is already open to the community. We will feature once again on the Community Gardens map of Scotland. This is due out in April.

The funds which HOPE received from NHS Tayside are being used to make the Garden more disabled friendly. Last year an attractive paving area was created around Mark's memorial garden inside the entrance to the main Garden and now the staff are preparing to lay paving down the main walkway from the gate, past the polytunnels and up to the wooden sheds. This will make wheelchair access much better to the main working and selling areas.

Trainees 

Last autumn we reviewed all the trainees who come to HOPE. Most of these were held in the comfort of the Volunteer Centre Angus premises in Guthrie Port in Arbroath. Many thanks to Gary and staff for this and for the refreshments provided.

Quite a lot of trainees opted not to come in over the winter months as there is not much to keep them occupied. The weather we have had would have prevented them from coming anyway. So we should have them all back in action from April.

Jim Taylor has now moved on from HOPE and is now a student at Angus College.

Since the last newsletter we have been joined by two new trainees, Duncan Reid from Friockheim and Iain Spence from Arbroath, and James Thomson, also from Friockheim, will start from April.

Old newspapers required

HOPE gardeners would like to have as many old newspapers as possible to use on the vegetable beds. So when you are visiting or passing the garden please bring in a bundle. It is a cheap and effective way to produce mulch and it helps to recycle organic material.

HOPE Certificate of Achievement

The staff have spent time and thought into preparing a course of work which reflects the actual work that trainees are doing when they work at HOPE. This should start to roll once the full quota of trainees return in the spring. Each individual will receive a certificate at the end of the year which will reflect what they have achieved as an individual. 

Areas covered include timekeeping, ability to complete a task on their own, working alongside others, communications with staff and fellow trainees, work motivation etc.

They will be given a set task of responsibility and they will be instructed with regard to health and safety issues relating to the use of tools and safe working practices. The seasonal calendar will include tasks appropriate for each season.

They will have acknowledged any practical garden skills achieved and they will also have personal goals identified. They will also have a personal reference from the staff member who is responsible for their training and welfare. This should be of practical use to the trainee when applying for posts or courses elsewhere.

Volunteers

We are pleased to welcome two new volunteers who have recently joined HOPE. They are Fiona Whitton from Friockheim and Gary Clarke from Inverkeilor. Like the trainees, some volunteers have opted to return in the spring when there are so many gardening jobs to be done. Some of our volunteers work on a one to one basis with trainees.

For more information on H.O.P.E. or if you are looking for some good recipes to try why not log onto our website on

www.hopegardentrust.org.uk 

MP plants Oslin apple tree (Arbroath Pippin)
Back in November we asked Mike Weir to plant an Oslin Apple Tree, one of two to be added to our orchard area. The Oslin was originally grown by the monks at Arbroath Abbey and it is very likely to have been grown at Hospitalfield.  Mike is a keen gardener himself and has two Arbroath Pippin trees as well as a Tower of Glamis, a Victorian variety developed in Angus. He's been a member of HOPE's vegetable box scheme since it started and says his family thoroughly enjoy the produce.

The Abbey Playgroup

The playgroup will be coming to join us at HOPE this spring. The gardeners have prepared a plot adjacent to the picnic area for the playgroup to grow vegetables. Once the area has been rabbit fenced they will be ready to start and they will have access to the greenhouse to bring on their seeds and seedlings. 

Read more about this on page 15 of the current issue of Angus Life, Angus Council's magazine for the people of Angus.

Hedgehog House

June Braithwaite has just moved house and has donated a hedgehog house to HOPE. We hope that we find a resident for this before too long. This will be located in the Abbey Playgroup plot.

Kirsty's trek

Back in November Kirsty McCready, proprietor of the Star Inn in Friockheim, spent a couple of weeks walking in the foothills of the Himalayas. Her trek began and ended near the home of the Dalai Lama. Her “little walk” was organised by an organisation called Charity Challenge. Kirsty has been sponsored and all the money she has raised will be given to HOPE. Kirsty is in the process of approaching her many sponsors and will be in a position to work out the total in the spring. 

This is the second time that Kirsty has travelled to India to raise funds for HOPE as well as enjoying an energetic holiday. Last time she cycled across part of Rajastan. Many thanks Kirsty.

Future fundraisers

Gardeners' Question Time. We are holding this at the Abbey Theatre in Arbroath at 7.30pm on Monday 10th May. Tickets are £5 including wine and shortbread. There will be a raffle. John Shearer will chair this event. We have invited three pundits onto the panel. Any questions in advance should be given to committee members. This is a new venture and we hope a lot of gardeners will be tempted to come along.

On the panel we have Allie Bruce who is a lecturer in Horticulture at Dundee College and Ann Webster of Ashbrook Nurseries. Ann trained at the Savill Garden in Windsor Great Park. Donald Clerk, a former inspector for the Soil Association, who farms at Meigle will be able to tackle questions relating to organic produce.

Spring Coffee Morning. This will be held on Saturday 29th May starting at 10am at Old & Abbey Church Hall in Arbroath.

Fundraising Events

Quiz Night. Sandy & Anne Stuart  organised a very successful Quiz Night on Tuesday 16th March at the Star Inn in Friockheim. Stovies were provided by Kirsty McCready.  Almost £300 (including the raffle) was raised so many thanks to Sandy and Anne for taking the time to organise this event. 
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